Writing a summary for a history Journal article
Your reading for this semester is a series of “scholarly journal articles.”  Every academic discipline has quarterly journals where scholars publish what are often early chapters of books they are working on or a topic that is important and interesting but which doesn’t really require 200 page books with six separate chapters.  So, journal articles are by their nature a short, often intense, argument about one event and its context.
Your assignment after reading each of these is to basically write a  summary of the article. (In some classes it is called a “precis”)     It should be aimed at giving a reader who did NOT read it an overview of the subject and the argument the author claims he or she will make, its main sources, and the conclusion the author reached after providing evidence from those sources. 
Format:
Your name at the top of the Word or pdf document.  Then, as a “title” the full article information just as it appears on the syllabus.  Then the summary itself is no more than one page, double-spaced. 
MAKE ONE DOCUMENT to upload. Separate the different article summaries by spacing between them or making a “page break” (if you are using Word or a similar program).  
What does a *good* summary/summary have?
First, you want to make sure to provide the main points covered (the who/what/when/where or subject of the reading) in brief but complete and clear prose.  You should then provide any important points about the article such as any new terms the author coins,  new approach to an “old topic” that involves methodology, theory, evidence base used, or other important contributions the article makes—or claims to make.  Quote only short phrase that you feel is essential to conveying a major point in the reading. Cite with a simple parenthetical reference (9).  All summaries should have 1-3 “quotes”. What you should not do is give an analysis or evaluation of the quality of the reading. You are not writing a “review” but “summing up” the main points of the article.    In other words, no adjectives.  
One note:  “memory” articles have basically TWO topics. There is the who/what/when/where of the original event and then there is the author’s story about how a particular “cultural memory” of it and its meaning has evolved through holidays, movies, monuments, etc.  Make sure you identify the original event and THEN what the article is concentrating on. In this example below, you will that both the original event AND how and why it is remembered are fully explained.

Here is a basic example of a summary.
Your Name
Holland, Myra. Looking Toward the Stars: Earth’s Cultural Memory of the 2051 United Federation of Planets’ Alpha Quadrant Expedition Tragedy.  (New York: NYU Press, 2152). 
In 2051 newly created United Federation of Planets started a joint venture to explore life beyond the “Alpha Quadrant” of the two inner solar systems of the known universe.  Earth, the newest member sent its newest ship, “The Enterprise,” along on that mission with ships from the other five member planets (Vulcan, Andromeda, Klingon, Centauri I, and Embarak) for what was estimated to be a five year mission of exploration. The ships passed beyond the outer planets of the Earth’s solar system and were never heard from again.  [endnoteRef:1] The mystery surrounding the disappearance of those ships has become a subject of intense mythology on all six home worlds. In her article “Looking toward the stars,” Myra Holland, explores the specific memory of the expedition on Earth using sources such as songs, stories, movies, and internet groups dedicated to “solving” the mystery and explaining the meaning of the tragedy.[endnoteRef:2]  Holland concludes that in the Earth’s cultural memory of the events there is what she calls a “collision of fear and hope” (299).  Those two themes express both the attitudes surrounding the expedition in 2051 and persist 100 years later as one group calls it the “biggest mistake in human history” (302) while another group considers it “the cost of human hope and exploration.”(305)[endnoteRef:3] [1:  Here the summary writer defined the original event that is now the subject of this article about its place in memory. The who/what/when/where of the original event!
]  [2:  Now, the summary writer tells us what THIS article he/she just read is about----Note: NOT the original voyage of the “Enterprise” BUT how it “lived on” in cultural sources and what meaning it came to have in the retelling.
]  [3:  Here the writer finished up by using short quotes that give the conclusion the article author’s research showed about why this voyage and its mysterious ending became a popular memory with (in this case) two different dominant meanings (or themes).   Some memory narratives have one dominant meaning in a society---others where there is a mystery or controversy can have two or more!

[So, sue me: I like Star Trek…]] 

